[Tim DeBoom. But Hurricane Ivan in 2003, a bike accident in 2004
d last year’s rainout prevented Bonnet-Eymard from vying for the
>wii. But other victories made this 35-year-old pathologist’s assis-
at from Florida a favorite for this year’s win—his second overall last
:tober at the ITU age-group world championship in Honolulu, two

[dominating age-group wins at St. Anthony’s and a recent sixth over-

\ swimmer took a running leap off a dock and over a kayak
he Tomoka River Basin in Florida. “It was a stupid stunt, and I
din shallow water and the femur came down and shattered my
plateau,” he recalled. “It was a time in my life when I was try-

11 screws in his leg—and

¢ said, he wouldn’t be in triathlon now if not for the
competitive instincts were reawakened and I was de-
+100 percent again and not to take my athletic abilities

to do a triathlon, he incorporated swimming and biking
wery and started working his lungs for the first time in
Half a year after the accident and still unable to run, he
do a triathlon relay with a colleague at Orlando Regional
er in Clermont, Florida. “Amy ran the final leg,” Bonnet-
led with a big smile. Now, he’s married to his relay part-

with wisdom from

ed to be going smoothly for Bonnet-

Kansas City this July, wife Amy was

to see a high-risk obstetrician at the
»ital for four hours the night before the race,” said Bonnet-Ey-
d. “But when we heard that everything was fine, that the baby
fine, I said to myself, ‘People better watch out because I am
going to let loose tomorrow.”

THE TOP STEEDS-AND A DARK HORSE
iefore the race, Bonnet-Eymard had carefully scouted his contend-
rs. They included Chris Martin, last year’s Best of the U.S. cham-
'nion; J.J. Bailey, the top amateur at the Los Angeles Triathlon; Col-
¥s Craig Greenslit and Oklahoma’s Greg Rouault. But one dark
: had flown in under his radar. While Bonnet-Eymard had just
years of triathlon under his belt, the unknown Ben Collins,

for rmer NCAA swxmmer from Qzlumbia Universigy, )

T.J. Tollakson, shifted into fifth gear when he saw prey on the hori-
zon. “When I saw Ben, I spent the last five miles catching him and
ended up with the fastest bike split,” Bailey said of his 58:38 ride.
As Collins and Bailey ran out of T2 together with the clock at 1:20
elapsed time, Bonnet-Eymard, whose wave started 20 minutes af-
ter the two. was completing a well-balanced 19:18 swim and 59:58
bike that put him in place to leave T2 in a virtual three-way tie for
the overall win.

For Bailey, a full-time project manager for a biogenetic company
is reluctant to turn pro because he “doesn’t want to embrace

ob at the University of Hawaii is designing a deep-sea robot the pauper lifestyle” the competition with Collins was ultimately too

pick up items from the ocean floor. Collins won a few local

races but had no idea how his 3:51 PR in the 200-meter individual

medley and 10 to 15 hours of triathlon training per week would
' translate to his new sport.

Collins shouldn’t have wondered: He rocketed through the swim

tough, especially given the run’s demanding hills. “We ran together

for two and a half miles, but I had to let him go or I would blow up,”
said Bailey, who closed with a 38:33 10km—70 seconds short of Col-

lins but good enough to hold off fast-closing 30-34 runner-up Mark

Harms of Madison, Wisconsin, by 73 seconds.
Collins was on cloud nine. “I'm ecstatic.” he said, looking dazed after

' in a second-best time of 18:51 and charged onto the bike alone in

his wave. At age-group nationals, separate and randomly assigned
WAV leave competi ely in the dark about overall
placement until the race is over. Lucky for Collins, his 20-24 men’s
wave was paired with the 30-34 men’s wave, and, 20 miles into the
bike, he had J.J. Bailey, the 31-year-old Category 1 cyclist and vet-
eran road racer from Des Moines, Iowa, come charging up after
a slow swim. Bailey, a close friend and sometime training partner

Esecond—year pro and 2004 USAT age-group national champion

a closing 37:23 run gave him second overall and a win in the 20-24

age group. The Ivy Leaguer next graduated to the IV league, receiving
aliberal dose of intravenous fluids. “I love everything about this sport,”
said Collins, who is eager to try ITU- style draft-legal racing, “dt’s quite

Mggﬁg m swimming, where you wait aroun @Lllda&to race for

five minutes, to a two-hour test where you go throu, emotion
from joy to sadness, fear to exultation.”
Bonnet-Eymard crossed the line minutes later,

-
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and his carefully
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